SOUTH REGION – ENGLISH WOMEN’S GOLF ASSOCIATION

Minutes of the Meeting of the South Region Committee held on Friday 14th January 2011

at the Oriental Club, Stratford Place, London at 11.00 a.m.

Present


Mrs Catriona Tremlett – Chairman




Mrs Gill Staley – Hampshire




Mrs Marilyn Brown – Kent




Mrs Diana Rowlands – Middlesex




Mrs Debbie Edginton – Surrey




Mrs Susan Carey – Sussex

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting with best wishes for the New Year.   She welcomed Marilyn Brown, the incoming Representative for Kent, and thanked Dorothy Featherstone in her absence for all her work for the EWGA, Kent and beyond.     Condolences were expressed for Margaret Northcott in her absence due to bereavement.

1. Apologies

Mrs Margaret Northcott – Administrator

Mrs Dorothy Featherstone – Kent

2. Minutes of the Meeting held on 27th October
The minutes were taken as read, but it was agreed that they would be signed at the next meeting in April due to the absence of the Administrator.

3. Matters Arising not on the Agenda

a) Silver Tee Award (4d)

As there were originally no candidates for this the date was extended.  There were now three candidates and a decision will be made shortly.   If anyone has any problems or misunderstandings regarding this award they should ask for advice. 

b) Competitions Expenditure (7a)

Expenditure forms are still awaited from some counties for last year’s competitions, notably Surrey and Kent.   Expenditure forms were handed out at the last meeting and should be submitted as soon as possible. 

c) Hard Card Rules (7c)

This is not happening as it has proved too expensive and complicated particularly as there is not always an R & A Rules Official in charge.   Clubs’ local rules will apply.

d) Sharing of Contact Details (10)

It has previously been noted that Surrey are not in favour of releasing their email addresses to the EWGA and possibly Sussex will follow suit.   They are adamant about this although cutting off a line of communication.  CT again offered to attend a County Meeting to explain.   Sussex will raise the matter once more. 

MB said that in the past Kent have had a members’ file which is due to be updated having first obtained permission from the members.   She reported that it has proved very useful throughout her county. 

4. Matters Arising from the Operational Board Meetings

a) Junior Girls Playing in Ladies’ Competitions

CT highlighted the following extract from the October Operational Board Minutes.

“Kirsty Thirde – Compliance Officer – attended the meeting to discuss issues that had been raised by a parent with regard to her daughter playing in ladies’ events.  Following discussion it was agreed that EWGA does not consider restrictions to be generally appropriate, but could see a case for a restriction to players with a handicap above 35 in certain circumstances.  Any complaints reported would be investigated on an individual basis, but EWGA would be unlikely to support a club making restrictions.  

It was noted that the compulsory GolfMark criteria do currently allow restrictions but the EWGA would recommend to the EGU/EWGA Development Team that restrictions should not be permitted unless they applied to above 35 handicaps and in specific circumstances.

The EWGA statement on equality policy regarding juniors is to be included in the handbook.”

b) Handicaps Committee

It was reported in the October Operational Board minutes that CONGU are considering using 4BBB scores  for handicap and making par/bogey competitions non-qualifying.

c) New Members’ Booklets

These will be available next week.

5. Merger Proposals

An EGU EWGA Draft Merger Proposal had been received by County Representatives ahead of the Merger Briefing being held at Edgbaston Golf Club on Monday 17th January 2011.  A number of questions arose from discussion which it was hoped would be covered at the briefing meeting.

· GS queried the phrase “acquisition of the EWGA by the EGU” in Section 2 point 14.2.  It was considered that this was a company expression. 

· Who comprises the EGU Property Company Ltd?   Section 2 point 12.1

· In Section 2 point 13 it is stated that the England Golf Partnership will continue in its current form until at least the end of March 2013 and MB asked if Golf Partnerships would be required post merger.  It is her experience that grants for juniors from Sport England are now given directly to Partnerships and used for both women and girls. 

· Section 2 point 5.4 states that the first President will be a woman.     It was thought that this was to get a proper representation going.
· Following on from Point 7 regarding Committees it was understood that there would also be a Rules of Golf Sub Committee.
· What is the timeline for the merger?
Road Shows

These are to be held for any delegate/club member and CT asked if there was any means of estimating numbers.   The meeting thought that the venue would have a big influence on this i.e. near M25 would be best.   If there were to be a presentation video perhaps this could be made available to counties beforehand so that questions could be raised at the road show.   Another thought was whether men would be able to attend.   The Road Shows were originally to be jointly run but the EGU have backed out.
6. Regional Competitions

2011

County Match Week – Camberley Heath, Surrey – 20th – 24th June

CT asked that a proper balance sheet be made available as the £1,200 from the EWGA is said not to be enough.   They need to know how the money is spent before the allowance can be increased.   For the sake of clarity the £1,200 paid by EWGA to the host county to run the tournament is separate from the facility fee of £3,000 at £500 per day that is also paid by EWGA but separately to the club. 

Women’s Championship – Sweetwoods Park – 15th – 17th July
CT and SC attended a meeting at Sweetwoods Park on Monday 10th January.   The meeting went well and most items were covered.   Afurther meeting has been arranged to resolve items remaining. 
Junior County Week – Rochester & Cobham, Kent – 16th - 18th August

This is a change of dates from 15th to 17th and all counties have been advised.  Accommodation is still OK.   Players may arrive on the 15th in time for dinner but there is no golf on the Monday.

Girls’ Championship – Stoneham, Hants – 5th August

Preparations are in hand.     CT reported that Midlands North are running a stableford between the two medal rounds for higher handicaps or those too young to play 36 holes.  For those balloted out it would mean that they either don’t play at all or enter the stableford.   CT recognised that it might be too short notice to include a stableford for 2011, but asked that all Representatives put the suggestion to their Junior Organisers to see if they feel this would work in our region for the future.
Foursomes Championship – Bearsted, Kent – 8th August

MB Brown reported that a meeting is due to be held shortly.   It was confirmed to her that the maximum facility fee is £750 for an all day closure – less would be £500    It has been decided to stay with the stableford format this year and as last year scores would be transposed to stroke play for the scratch prizes.   This worked well in 2010.   The competition needs to be promoted as it is not just for low handicappers.   As a guide for MB it was confirmed that the cost was £50 per pair last year. 

Medal Final – Petersfield, Hants – 13th April

CT attended a planning meeting at the end of November.    It is only for this competition that the EWGA have requested a copy of the club booking confirmation letter as it is run by head office and not the host county like other competitions in the region.   The confirmation should be sent to Stuart Fowler.   The competition will be played in threes to allow for no-shows.
Australian Spoons – Mid-Sussex – 3rd August

CT reiterated that it was still not too late for clubs to enter.

Overall

We need to encourage people to enter all of these competitions otherwise consideration may have to be given to reducing the number of days i.e. no match play for the Women’s Championship.   It is hoped that having it on a weekend this year will produce more entries.

CT is checking on timing of posters, pop up banners and presentation plates for all all competitions (apart from the Australian Spoons).

CT would like to see the entry forms for all competitions and she is available to help at all competitions doing anything useful.  

2012 confirmed dates:

Women’s Championship – Betchworth Park, Surrey – 10th - 12th July

The facility fee for this event should be around £1,000 as the course is not closed for three full days.

Australian Spoons – Woodcote Park, Surrey – 2nd August

7. Resolutions for EWGA AGM

These resolutions are self-explanatory.   There was uncertainty as to whether the Delegates had actually received the Resolutions as well but it was felt that they do not affect members directly and all matters can be dealt with by County committees. 

8. Any Other Business

MB asked if results had been produced from the questionnaire on County Match Week format.  CT reported that not all replies had been received in time so the deadline had been extended.  Feedback from the South Region indicated that it should remain the same, but we must await all the replies. 

9. Time and Date of Nest Meeting

The next South Region Committee meeting will be held at 11.00 a.m. on the 18th April at the Oriental Club, 

London W1

The meeting closed at 1.50 p.m. 

Signed…………………………………………………………………………………..
Date…………………………..

                  Chairman
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